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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

F.I.P.S.e.d. STEERING COMMITTEE 

Rome (Italy), 15-16 November, 2019 

 

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Igor CHINYAKOV, Mark DOWNES, Jacques GOUPIL, Roland 

MARCQ, Claudio MATTEOLI, Jan VAN SCHENDEL, Joao 

VIZINHA, Barbara DURANTE (Secretary General and Treasurer). 

 

JUSTIFIED ABSENCES: Dragan BOSKOVIC, Eric HUMPHREYS. 

 

 

AGENDA  

 

1) Minutes of the Steering Committee’s Meeting of 16th and 17th November 2018 in ROME; 

 

2) Chairman’s Report; 

 

3) General Secretary/Treasurer’s report; 

 

4) Anti-doping; 

 

5) New members; 

 

6) National Federations’ questions; 

 

7) Rules for the various competitions – Special Organisation Conditions (Cahier des Charges); 

 

8) 2020 Championships (programmes, bait and groundbait quantities); 

 

9) Hosting of future Championships; 

 

10) FIPSed financial contribution to “YOUTH” events; 

 

11) Date of next Steering Committee meeting; 

 

12) AOB. 

 



 

The President welcomed all Members of the Steering Committee. 

 

 

1. Minutes of the Steering Committee’s Meeting of 16th and 17th November 2018 in Rome 

 

The Steering committee unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of Rome held on November 

16th and 17th, 2018 

 

 

2. Chairman’s Report 
 

1. Report of President Matteoli on activities carried out 

2. Report on the 4th Edition of the Sport Fishing World Games in South Africa 

 

Before going on to illustrate the main points of his report, the Chairman informed members of the 

Steering Committee about the Romanian situation. 
 

The chairman recalled that in the meeting held in 2018 the “Asociatia Generala a Vanatorilor si 

Pescarilor Sportivi din Romania” (AGVPSR), affiliated to CIPS for decades, had been authorised to 

organise the “Nations Cup Carp fishing by style planting”. After this meeting, the FIPSed Secretariat 

received the programme for this World Cup accompanied by a personal invitation from Mr Popescu 

asking the FIPSed President to attend this event. 
 

Bearing in mind presence in the event’s Organising Committee of Mr Popescu, President of a 

Romanian Federation not recognised by or affiliated to CIPS, and opposing the AGVPSR as well as 

FIPSed and CIPS, our Secretariat sent a letter to the event’s organisers informing them that, in light of 

this new information, FIPSed was no longer able to recognise and support the “Nations Cup Carp 

fishing by style planting”. 
 

The Chairman informed members that at the most recent CIPS Congress, held in Almaty, there was 

discussion of the question relating to the situation in Kazakhstan. The “Kazakhstan Fresh Water 

Federation”, which is currently a member, has now lost recognition from the Kazakhstan Government, 

and is now taking legal action, because another Federation, “FSFRK Federation of Sport Fishing of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan”, has obtained official recognition from the Sports Ministry of Kazakhstan. 

The current member Federation has appealed the sentence, and is awaiting the final decision. Bearing 

this in mind, the Congress accepted sub judice the membership request from the “FSFRK Federation of 

Sport Fishing of the Republic of Kazakhstan”, subject to the final decision of the Court of Appeal of 

Kazakhstan. In view of the information provided, the current member, “Kazakhstan Fresh Water 

Federation” might immediately lose its membership. 

 

The Chairman then moved on to the list of national Federations that have not yet paid their subscription 

dues for 2019: 

a) the “Société Bielorusse des Chasseurs et des Pecheurs” has had a problem making the bank 

transfer via the CIPS account. A solution is being sought to this problem; 

b) the “Federação Brasileira de Pesca Sportiva” has been contacted, it said it would pay as 

soon as possible; 

c) the “Kazakhstan Federation for Freshwater Angling” has not yet paid its subscription fees 

as it is awaiting news of the Appeal Court ruling as mentioned above. Should the appeal be 

rejected, the FSFRK Federation of Sport Fishing of the Republic of Kazakhstan  declared it 

would immediately pay; 

d) “Coarse Fishing Sport Club of Malaysia” – the Chairman informed members this Club 

asked for the suspension of its membership due to problems with several member 



committees. The General Assembly of the Malaysian Associations, due to meet before the 

end of June, did not manage to reach an agreement between the parties, thus they need 

more time to form a single Association; 

e) the “National Federation of Sport and Amateur Fishing of Moldova” has now paid its dues; 

f) the “Académie des Activités de Pêche Maroc” has now paid its dues; 

g) the “Swaziland Angling Association” has said it will pay its dues by the end of the year; 

h) the “Asociacion Venezolana de Pesca de Pavon” asked for a suspension, due to the 

country’s current economic conditions. 

 

With regard to anti-doping controls, this year 21 tests were carried out: 11 in competition and 10 

in training. Below is the list of championships during which the tests were carried out: 
 

             Competition      Training 

 

Ice Fishing world Championship  2 

Coarse Angling World Championship for Clubs  2 

Coarse Angling European Championship      2 

Coarse Angling World Championship for Young U25     2 

Coarse Angling World Championship for Ladies     2 

Coarse Angling World Championship for Nations  3 

Black Bass World Championship     2 

Carp Fishing World Championship  2 

Carnivorous Artificial Baits Shore Angling World Championship    2 

Feeder Fishing World Championship for Club  2 

 

TOTAL  11  10 
 

We have received the test results of 5 Championships: Ice Fishing World Championship, Coarse 

Angling World Championship for Clubs, Coarse Angling World Championship for Young U25, Coarse 

Angling European Championship and Coarse Angling World Championship for Nations (11 tests in 

total, all are negative). We are still awaiting the results of tests done in South Africa, during the World 

Games, those relating to the Feeder Fishing for Clubs World Championship and those of the 

Carnivorous Artificial Baits Shore Angling World Championship. 

 

At the time of drafting these minutes we have received the results of all tests carried out; all were 

negative. 

 

Team participation in 2019 Championships (292) has fallen compared with 2018 (327). This can 

be explained by the fact that we had: 

a) the Sport Fishing World Games in South Africa (93 teams in attendance compared to 123 

teams in attendance for the same championships the year before); 

b) the Feeder Fishing for Clubs World Championship in Portugal (7 teams fewer than the year 

before); 

c) the European championship in Ireland (13 teams fewer than the year before). 

 

Finally, the Chairman thanked the organisers of the 6 different F.I.P.S.e.d. championships that 

took place in South Africa, who faced and overcame many difficulties, demonstrating great capabilities 

in adapting themselves to rules and regulations that are alien to them, and putting all present 

delegations at ease in situations and venues that are far from their common angling setting. So the 

FIPSed Steering Committee thanked the entire Board of the South African Confederation, represented 

by its President Michael Graskie. A special thanks went to our friend Andries Maree (Secretary 

General of the South African Confederation) who, with all his staff and collaborators, gave us the 

possibility to experience a wonderful opening ceremony in Johannesburg and was able to coordinate all 

activities and tasks that the organisation of such a huge event entails.  



 

3. General Secretary/Treasurer’s report 

 

- Report of the Secretary/Treasurer on the financial situation for the year 2019 

 

The Secretary General gave a summary of the financial framework, showing the state of registered 

income and allocated funds as at 17th November, according to the financial statements. 

 

TOTAL INCOME:  € 64,883.87 

€ 40,950.00 Championship entries 

€ 23,500.00 C.I.P.S. Subsidy 

€      375.00 Contribution for Extra Medals  

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE € 40,715.33 

€ 14,945.13 FIPSed Steering Committee travel expenses for 

Championships  

€   1,610.05 FIPSed Steering Committee travel expenses for 

meetings 

€      662.50 Venue inspection 

€   1,473.53 Guest South Africa World Games 

€   7,000.00 Contribution for trophy purchase for Federations that 

have organised Championships 

€      759.54 Telephone and Internet costs 

€   1,073.60 Supply for administrative services 

€      365.96 Bank charges 

€      207.40 Gadgets 

€        17.35 Exchange rate losses 

€ 12,600.00 Contribution for Youth Championships 

 

 FIPSed’s provisional balance for 2019, as drafted above, therefore closed, at this date, with a 

profit of €24,168.54 and assets of approximately €115,759.25.  

 

The Steering Committee unanimously approved the Secretary General/Treasurer’s report and sought 

the final accounts, which would be sent to all member Federations after being approved by the Board of 

Auditors. 

 

 

The Secretary General illustrated the FIPSed Budget for 2020. 

 

Income deriving from the participation of teams in various championships was reduced by 

approximately €4,000 by way of a precaution due to the poor financial situation that many countries are 

facing. An extra spending item relates to a new programme of competitions to obtain rankings. Some 

spending items have been modified in order to obtain the necessary sum for this purpose. 

 

 

INCOME: € 60,500.00 

€ 36,300.00 Championship entries 

€ 23,500.00 C.I.P.S. Subsidy 

€      400.00 Contribution for Extra Medals  

€      300.00 Bank Interest 

 



OUTCOMES € 60,500.00 

€ 15,000.00 FIPSed Steering Committee travel expenses for 

Championships  

€   4,500.00 FIPSed Steering Committee travel expenses for 

meetings 

€   6,000.00 Contribution for trophy purchase for Federations that 

have organised Championships 

€    1,500.00 Technical Materials 

€    1,000.00 Postal and internet costs 

€    1,000.00 Provision of administrative services 

€  12,000.00 Ranking programme 

€       100.00 Charges for Accountant 

€       400.00 Bank charges 

€    1,000.00 Gadgets  

€    1,500.00 Clothing for Steering Committee members 

€  15,500.00 Contribution for Youth Championships 

€    1,000.00 Other 

 

The Steering Committee unanimously approved the F.I.P.S.e.d. budget for 2020. 

 
 

4. Anti-doping 

After analysing the 2020 calendar, the Steering Committee decided that 8 anti-doping tests shall 

be carried out during competitions and 14 tests outside competitions. In all, 22 controls will be carried 

out in different championships. 

The Board has started to choose the championships in which tests shall be done. The list, 

COVERED BY SECRECY, will be communicated to the World Anti-Doping Agency. 

The relevant Federations will be contacted by the General Secretariat. 

 

 The Chairman reported that on 29 October the CIPS President, Mr Tripi, the FIPSed General 

Secretary and Mrs Altobelli met Mrs Laetizia Zumbrunnen, Senior Manager for International Federation 

Relations within WADA, in Lausanne. The meeting was very helpful in achieving the correct 

management of anti-doping tests. 

 

 The Chairman asked Mrs Altobelli, who is responsible for doping questions within CIPS, to 

report on what was agreed in that meeting. 

 

TEST PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 

The first thing to change is the way each FIPS decides to distribute annual tests. At the end of the 

sporting season CIPS, on the basis of tests carried out during the year, should draft a Risk Assessment 

document (RA), reporting which competitions present a higher risk of unfair performance due to the 

use of doping substances. The RA will serve as a source for International Federations for planning 

future in-competition tests. 

After the three International Federations have planned future tests, they shall give information to the 

CIPS Secretariat thereafter. The latter, based on the information received, shall draft the Test 

Distribution Plan (TDP) and issue the relevant Mission Orders via the ADAMS system. At the same 

time, each FIPS shall inform National Federations organising the competitions selected to host doping 

controls that they shall cover test costs. A draft of the notification letter will be delivered to all FIPS, 

based on the template provided by WADA.  

CIPS appears as the only Testing Authority, as WADA has expressly requested. 

As regards out-of-competition testing, CIPS should select a group of about 15 athletes to create a 

Testing Pool (TP). These athletes will be required to inform CIPS about their daily routine (what they 

do during the day, where they go and at what time, etc.) for a 3-month period for monitoring their 



movements. After this period, CIPS should be able to arrange unscheduled out-of-competition tests on 

these 15 athletes. 

Upon the suggestion of Mrs Zumbrunnen, we will draft, with the support of Mr Tripi of the CIPS 

Medical Commission, an RA that brings out the low level – or even absence - of doping risk during 

training. In this way we could avoid creating a Testing Pool, which could be too stressful for our 

athletes. 

EDUCATION PLAN 

CIPS will develop an Education Plan (EP), considering short- and long-term goals, i.e. over the next 4 

years, and setting the goals CIPS wants to achieve by then, for example, “to get all athletes to 

participate in a CIPS educational event and a value-based education programme”. Then CIPS will have 

to consider the steps to achieve that goal and build a plan using CIPS events and various tools.  

WADA recommends involving National Federations as much as possible in terms of education. 

Education consists of: 

Information (all information provided on the website, through emails, communications to NFs, 

athletes, etc.); 

Outreach (raising awareness at events, with a booth, doing the WADA Quiz or any other way of 

engaging with Antidoping matters); 

Values-based education (asking athletes, coaches, doctors to perform eLearning values-based 

educational programmes); 

Evaluation of CIPS educational programme. 

WADA has provided us with a template to start with, as it will help us to structure our work. 

WADA has launched a platform called ‘ADeL (Anti-Doping eLearning)’, which offers tailored courses 

for athletes (ALPHA), coaches (CoachTrue), doctors (Sport Physicians’ Tool Kit), anti-doping 

administrators (ADO Kickstart) and others in learning more about anti-doping and protecting the values 

of clean sport, free of charge.  

We have seen several IFs making the Athlete Learning Programme on Health and Anti-Doping 

(ALPHA) on ADeL a prerequisite course for athletes before competing in certain events. WADA 

believes that ADeL could be a great tool for CIPS when accomplishing its Education Plan objectives, 

such as making education mandatory before a major event, perhaps in a few years.  

The feature available on ADeL for admins is to monitor users’ progress on courses. You will be able to 

monitor users by country and completed date for each course, and run reports on them very easily. 

BIOLOGICAL PASSPORT 

It is now compulsory to reach agreement on Athletes’ Biological Passports (ABP). The fundamental 

principle of the Athletes’ Biological Passport is the monitoring of selected biological variables over 

time that indirectly reveal the effects of doping rather than attempting to detect the doping substance or 

method itself. CIPS can finalise an agreement with an independent organisation, which would 

undertake the role of Athlete Passport Management Unit (APMU) for the Steroidal Modules of the 

ABP (Athlete Biological Passport). The Steroidal Module monitors selected urinary steroid 

concentrations over time in order to detect steroid doping. 

CIPS is negotiating an agreement with the Italian Federation of Sports Medicine (FMSI – Federazione 

Italiana Medico Sportiva) that currently acts as APMU for other IFs and NADOs. 

ANTI-DOPING RULES 

WADA is going to adopt a new Anti-doping Code. CIPS shall comply with new updates and renew its 

Code, which shall be approved first by WADA, then by CIPS itself. The new CIPS Anti-doping Rules 

shall come into force on January 1st 2021. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Altobelli for her report, and said he would await instructions from CIPS on 

future actions. 

 

 

5. New membership(s) 

 

1. “Canadian International Sportfishing Association” as Ordinary Member 

2. “Chinese Angling Association”  



 

The Chairman, referring to what he had already mentioned in his report, added only that the Secretariat 

had been contacted by the Sport Fishing Federation of China, but no fresh news had emerged. 

 

 

6. National Federations’ questions 

 

1. Croatian Sports Fishing Association – Black Bass World Championship 2020, Filip Pecigos 

 

The Croatian Sport Fishing Association asked whether a 13-year-old could take part in next year’s 

Black Bass World Championship in the United States. 

 

The Steering Committee authorised the youngster’s participation in the World Championship in 

question since the event’s organisers reported that the insurance policy would cover any damages 

involving minors, and that his father, present in the boat with the youngster, would assume any relative 

responsibility. 

 

 

At 1:30 pm, the Chairman adjourned the meeting for lunch. 

 

At 2:40 pm, the Chairman reopened the meeting. 

 

 

The Chairman asked the Steering Committee’s Members to modify the order of the agenda, proposing 

to bring forward the discussion on point 8. The Board unanimously approved. 

 

 

8. 2020 Championships (programmes, bait and groundbait quantities) 

 

• ICE FISHING: 

2 litres of groundbaits and 1 litre of baits. 

Assigned to Lithuania. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR CLUBS:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.50 l of baits, of which up to 0.50l can be jokers. A maximum of 0.50l of 

earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). Bloodworms 

are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” box. After the 

control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting.  

Assigned to Serbia. 

 

• EUROPEAN COARSE ANGLING:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.50l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l 

of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). 

Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” 

box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Portugal. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR VETERANS:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l 

of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). 

Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” 

box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Slovenia. 



 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR DISABLED:  

15l of groundbaits and 2l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l of 

earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). Bloodworms 

are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” box. After the 

control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Slovenia. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR MASTERS:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l 

of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). 

Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” 

box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Slovenia. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR YOUTH: 

For the U15 category: 15l of groundbaits and 2l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A 

maximum amount of 0.5l of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented 

entire (not cut). Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed 

official size” box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for 

groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Hungary. 

 

For the U20 category: 20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.50 litre can be jokers. 

A maximum amount of 0.5l of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented 

entire (not cut). Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed 

official size” box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for 

groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Hungary. 

 

For the U25 category: 20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A 

maximum amount of 0.5l of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented 

entire (not cut). Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed 

official size” box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for 

groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Hungary. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR LADIES:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 0.75l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l 

of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). 

Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” 

box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Netherlands. 

 

• COARSE ANGLING FOR NATIONS:  

20l of groundbaits and 2.5l of baits, of which up to 1l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l of 

earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). Bloodworms 

are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” box. After the 

control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Italy. 

 

• FEEDER FISHING: 

15l of groundbaits and 2l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.50 

litre of earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). 



Bloodworms are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” 

box. After the control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to France. 

 

• FEEDER FISHING FOR CLUB:  

15l of groundbaits and 2l of baits, of which up to 0.5l can be jokers. A maximum amount of 0.5l of 

earthworms is allowed in total baits. Earthworms shall be presented entire (not cut). Bloodworms 

are only to be used for hooking, and shall be presented in a “FIPSed official size” box. After the 

control, bloodworms intended for hooking can be used for groundbaiting. 

Assigned to Bulgaria. 

 

• Carnivorous Artificial Bait Shore Angling World Championship. 

Assigned to Portugal 

 

• Trout Fishing with Natural Baits World Championship 

Assigned to France 

 

• Carnivorous Artificial Bait Boat Angling World Championship 

Assigned to Poland 

 

• Black-Bass Fishing World Championship 

Assigned to USA 

 

• Carp Fishing World Championship 

Assigned to Ukraine 

 

 

9. Hosting of future Championships  

1. Hosting of future Championships – Calendar 

 

2. New events held after approval of the Steering Committee 
 

a) “United States Freshwater Fishing Federation” - Proposal to establish the “Bass kayak 

fishing” 

The US Sport Angling Confederation held the “Pan-am Black Bass Championship on Kayak” 

on May 28-31 2019, in Cookeville, Tennessee. Seven countries attended the event, for a total 

of 50 people, men and women: USA, Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras and 

Dominican Republic. 
 

b) “Fédération Française des Pêches Sportives” - Proposal to establish the “Carp fishing World 

Championship for Ladies”. 

The event took place from May 29 to June 1 in Villeneuve de la Raho. Five Nations attended 

the event: England, France, Netherlands, Romania and Russia.  
 

c) “Italian Sport Fishing Federation” – Proposal to establish the “Feeder Fisheries World Cup” 

The event took place on November 9 and 10, 2019, in Borghese Lake (PT). Five Nations 

attended the event, for a total of 10 teams: France, Germany, Hungary, Italy and San Marino. 
 

d) “Russian Sport Fishing Federation” - Proposal to establish the “Ice fishing championship with 

artificial lures” 

The event organisers shifted the date. The Russian Federation will inform us as soon as 

possible about the new date, perhaps in the middle of March 2020. 
 

e) “Italian Sport Fishing Federation” – Proposal to establish the “Catch and Release Lake Trout 

Fishing World Cup” (Trout area) 



The event organisers shifted the date. The Italian Federation will inform us as soon as possible 

about the new date. 
 

3. Events approved by Steering Committee but that did not take place 
 

a) “Asociatia Generala a Vanatorilor si Pescarilor Sportivi din Romania” - Proposal to establish 

the “Nations Cup Carp fishing by style planting”.  

As mentioned in the President’s report, FIPSed decided not to give its backing to this event for 

the reasons given. 
 

b) “Fédération Française des Pêches Sportives” - Proposal to establish the “Rencontre 

Internationale Float-Tube” 

The organising Federation did not hold the event due to a lack of entries. 
 
 

c) “Portuguese Federation of Sportive Fishing” - Proposal to establish the “1st Black Bass Shore 

Angling World Cup” 

The organising Federation did not hold the event due to a lack of entries. 
 

d) South Africa Federation  

- Feeder Masters World Championship 

- Feeder Freestyle World Championship 

- Carp (boat) World Championship. 
 

With regard to requests from the South Africa Freshwater Bank Angling Federation, the 

Steering Committee believes that, as far as the Feeder Masters is concerned, the request cannot 

be taken into consideration at this time because the Feeder World Championship for Clubs has 

only recently been created, and another new Championship cannot be fitted in for this 

discipline. With regard to the Boat Carp fishing world championship, which was to have taken 

place in Romania this year, the Steering Committee feels that the request cannot be accepted 

for two reasons: 1) as from this year a new Carpfishing world championship for ladies has 

been created, so all efforts must be aimed at developing and expanding this new category; 2) 

there are not so many lakes having the size to require a boat for groundbaiting and with a 

sufficient number of large carp. Finally, with regard to a new Feeder Freestyle World 

Championship, the Steering Committee points out that, as this discipline is practised only in 

the southern hemisphere, it cannot be taken into consideration at this time, but suggests that a 

continental Championship be organised. 
 

e) Carpfishing Commission – Report 
 

The Chairman then illustrated to members of the Steering Committee the report from the 

Carpfishing Commission. With regard to the Rules for this discipline, members declared they 

did not have changes to propose. Regarding the Carpfishing World Cup for Ladies held in 

2019 in France, they reported that 5 Nations took part, and added that other Federations may 

be interested in taking part should a World Championship be organised. England might host in 

2020 the 1st Carpfishing World Championship for Ladies, while Russia might organise the 

second edition in 2021 together with the men’s Carpfishing World Championship. 

The Steering Committee approved the creation of the 1st Carpfishing World Championship for 

Ladies. 

Hughes, a Commission member, visited the venue for the 2020 Carpfishing World 

Championships in Ukraine. The venue is suitable for a high-level competition and appears to 

be fair. Competitions are organised there regularly. At the moment, it is not a prolific high 

stocked lake, but there are sufficient fish for a good competition, and stocks have risen since. 

Almost all teams caught at least 1 fish. More fish will be added in 2020. The average size of 

fish is 6-8 kg. The biggest caught was 15kg. 

The Commission also discussed a proposed competition involving carpfishing and the 

groundbaiting using boats. 

Discussion revealed there would be logistical and venue problems, that the rules would be 

hard to enforce, and that there were other disciplines we would like to put in place before 

looking at a boat fishing event. The meeting proposed that FIPSed did not approve any boat 

fishing events at this time, but that the matter could be reviewed sometime in the future. 



De Castro raised the point that FIPSed and the technical committee should take into 

consideration all potential political and civil ramifications when considering venue hosts. 

Some nations would not be able to compete in other countries. In the past there have been 

difficulties in obtaining insurance for getting into countries where there is civil unrest. It is 

accepted that it is impossible to predict future political/civil/military issues, but it is something 

to consider when choosing venues. The Commission suggested that it is very important to 

understand all potential issues, as nations can suffer points penalties if they are prevented from 

competing.  

Hughes stressed that the carp fishing championship has grown continuously in terms of 

participation, and that in Europe it is getting difficult to find suitable competition venues. The 

proposal is to create a European Championship with a qualification process. Europe would be 

split into three divisions, having up to 9 nations, and would compete in regional tournaments, 

with the winners going through to a European Championship. The divisional qualifier would 

take place one year, the European Final the next. The World Championships would still take 

place, but it may relieve the pressure of numbers of nations competing in the World 

Championships, and would also offer a more local and cost-effective competition for countries 

that find funding difficult to obtain. More thought will be given and a memo will be sent to the 

national managers asking for their opinions. 

For the time being the Steering Committee decided to reserve judgement on this proposal. 
 

f) Street Fishing 
 

Mr Marcq pointed out that this type of fishing is gaining ground throughout Europe, and 

believed it would be a good idea to ask a Nation that usually organises such events whether 

they would be willing to organise an international Cup recognised by FIPSed. 

Mr Marcq will attempt to contact French representatives through Mr Goupil, and would then 

inform the Steering Committee about the possibility of organising an event next year. 

 

Having examined all requests, the Steering Committee authorised the inclusion in the FIPSed 2020 

official calendar of the 1st Carp fishing World Championship for Ladies, which will be held in England, 

the 1st Feeder Fisheries World Championship, to take place in Hungary, and the 1st Carnivorous with 

kayak World Championship, to be held in USA in 2021. 

Further to this decision, the General Secretary reserved the right to make changes to the 2020 budget, 

which would be sent to everyone before it is submitted to the Board of Auditors. 

 

Below is the updated calendar. 

 

 



CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

 
ICE FISHING 

17th LITHUANIA 
February 15-16 

Siauliai/Lake Rekyva 

 
ESTONIA 

 
USA 

 

  

 
CARNIVOROUS A.B. SHORE 

18th PORTUGAL 
April 25-26 

Arcos de Valdevez/Vez River  

 
BULGARIA 

 

 
ITALY 

  

 
COARSE ANGLING CLUBS 

40th SERBIA 
June 27-28 

Novi Sad/ DTD Canal 

 
BELGIUM 

ITALY 
IRELAND 

SLOVENIA 

 
PORTUGAL 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING EUROPE 

26th PORTUGAL 
July 25-26 

Coruche/Sorraia River 

 
HUNGARY 

 
NETHERLANDS 

 
SLOVAKIA 

 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING VETERANS 

13th SLOVENIA   
June 6-7 

Radece/Sava River 

 
HUNGARY 

 
SPAIN 

 

 
FRANCE 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING MASTERS 

3rd SLOVENIA 
June 6-7 

Radece/Sava River 

 
HUNGARY 

 

 
SPAIN 

 

 
FRANCE 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING DISABLED 

22nd SLOVENIA 
June 6-7 

Radece/Sava River 

 
HUNGARY 

 
SPAIN 

 

 
FRANCE 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING YOUTH 

U15 – U20 - U25 

HUNGARY 
25th  U15 - 34th  U20 

13th  U25 
August 8-9 

Nagykunsági-Alcsi-Holt Tisza 

 
 

SLOVENIA  

 
IRELAND 
FRANCE 
POLAND 

PORTUGAL 

  

 
COARSE ANGLING LADIES 

26th NETHERLANDS   
August 22-23 

Lage Vaart/Almere (Trekweg) 

 
FRANCE 

PORTUGAL 
ITALY 
SPAIN 

SERBIA 

 
PORTUGAL 

ITALY 

 

 
COARSE ANGLING NATIONS 

67th ITALY 
September 12-13 

Peschiera del Garda/Mincio River 

 
CROATIA 

 

 
PORTUGAL 

SPAIN 

 
SLOVAKIA 

 
FRANCE 

 

TROUT WITH NATURAL BAITS 
CLUBS 

28th FRANCE 
June 20-21 

Pont de Cheruy/Bourbre River 

 
CROATIA 

 

 
ITALY 

  

 
CARNIVOROUS A.B. BOATS 

13th POLAND 
October 9-11 

Warsaw/Zegrzynski Lake 

 
USA 

 

IRELAND 
FRANCE 

HUNGARY 

  

 
BLACK-BASS 

16th USA 
November 20-22 

Columbia/Murray Lake 

 
PORTUGAL 

 

 
ITALY 

 

 
SOUTH 
AFRICA 

 

 
CARP 

 
22nd UKRAINE 

September 23-26 
Oblas Prylbychi – Trident Lake 

 
RUSSIA 

 

 
USA 

 
 

ITALY 
PORTUGAL 
CROATIA 

HUNGARY 

 

 
FEEDER 

10th FRANCE 
July 11-12 

Rieux/La Vilaine River 

 
UKRAINE  

 
PORTUGAL 

 
IRELAND 

 

 
FEEDER CLUBS 

4th  BULGARIA 
May 30-31 

Plovdiv/Rowing Canal 

 
ITALY 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
IRELAND 

HUNGARY 

  

 
CARP LADIES 

 
1st ENGLAND 

 

 
RUSSIA 

 

 
USA 

 

ITALY 
PORTUGAL 
CROATIA 

HUNGARY 

 

FEEDER FISHERIES 1st HUNGARY     

PREDATOR  KAYAK FISHING  1st USA    



 

 

10. FIPSed financial contribution to “YOUTH” events 

The Steering Committee decided to raise the contribution granted by FIPSed to national Federations 

participating with their teams in the three categories of the Youth World Championships. The 

contributions will be as follows: 

a) a reimbursement of €400 for Nations participating with 1 team in one of the three categories; 

b) a reimbursement of €400 for the first team and €450 for the second team for Nations 

participating with 2 teams in one of the three categories; 

c) a reimbursement of €400 for the first team, €450 for the second team and €500 for the third 

team for Nations participating with 3 teams in one of the three categories. 

 

 

11. Date of next Praesidium meeting 

 

1. Proposed date: November 27 in the morning (with arrival scheduled for Thursday evening) and 

November 28, 2020 

 

At 7:45 pm the Chairman adjourned the meeting. 

 

On November 16, at 9:00, the Chairman reopened the meeting. 

 

 

7) Rules for the various competitions – Special Organisation Conditions (Cahier des Charges) 
 

 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Ice fishing 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Carnivorous artificial bait shore 

angling 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International competitions - Nations, Clubs, Ladies, Youth (U15, U20, 

U25), Masters and Veterans 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Disabled 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Clubs” competitions - Trout with Natural Bait 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Carnivorous artificial bait boat 

angling 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Black Bass  
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations” competitions - Carp Fishing 
 

- Official FIPSed rules of International “for Nations and Clubs” competitions - Feeder Fishing 

 

 

Proposed Rule changes from Nations Federations 

 

The Chairman informed members that some national Federations and the Chairman of the Athletes’ 

Commission had put forward rule change proposals. 

 

Carnivorous Artificial Bait Shore Angling World Championship 



The Chairman asked the Deputy Chairman to illustrate rule changes proposed by the Russian 

Federation and the Bulgarian Sports Fishing Federation. The requested changes for this championship 

are: 

• changing the length of each box: since more and more teams are taking part in this 

Championship there is the danger of not finding suitable competition venues; 

• prohibition from preparing a competition venue where there are interruptions in a sector; 

• authorising the Delegate and the reserve competitor to go into competitors’ pegs: sectors are 

often a long way from each other, so it is impossible for the two captains to follow their team’s 

athletes; 

• inclusion in the rules of the fact that only competitors (4) plus the reserve competitor (1) are 

entitled to possess the fishing licence and thus to fish and train at the competition venue. 

 

The Steering Committee approved all these proposals, therefore the relative rules are modified as 

follows: 

“During competitions, all competitors shall have a 10 (minimum) to 20 metre (maximum) long angling 

position (peg).” 

“Each sector shall be suitably marked off with signs to be put up at the start and the end of the zone. No 

natural or artificial interruptions (big trees, big rocks, bridges, etc.) exceeding the length of 30 

metres are allowed in a sector.” 

“Team captains – 2 per Nation – the reserve competitor and the delegate may enter their teams’ 

competitor pegs; team captains shall wear green back-numbers or armbands marked with a C, clearly 

indicating their status. Only one team captain shall be authorised inside a peg. Reserve competitors and 

delegates shall wear a red back-number or an armband marked with the letter R for reserve 

competitors and with letter D for delegates. The back-number shall under no circumstances be 

applied with safety pins.” 

“Only the 5 team members (4 members plus 1 reserve) are allowed to fish at the competition 

venue during training.” 

It was also decided to increase the pause between one fishing period and the next by 5 minutes, to 

prohibit smoking in sectors and to give organisers the possibility of providing competitors with 

armbands instead of breast- or back-numbers. 

Finally, it was decided that programmes for this championship must specify the times when 

competition venues are restocked. 

Ice Fishing World Championship 

A proposal was made to give an oral warning to those obstructing the official corridor with fishing 

tackle. 

The Steering Committee approved the oral warning for the infringement of article 6 (third §): “The 

official corridor shall under no circumstances be occupied by fishing tackle, except for reserve 

equipment (augers).” 

The Steering Committee decided to apply this decision to all disciplines entailing the presence of a 

corridor used for the passage of officials, reserves and captains, and this rule will be added to the 

respective Rules. 

The Chairman recalled that with regard to this and other championships, such as the Black Bass or 

Carnivorous artificial bait boat World Championships, where Athletes wear heavy and high quality 

anoraks or life jackets, it is practically impossible to also wear a dossard (bib), thus the personal 

number and nation identifier must be applied with safety pins. Naturally this must not damage the 

anorak or life jacket, thus an alternative system is needed to identify the competitor. 

It was therefore decided to add the following to this and other Rules:  



“They shall wear a distinctive sign: a back-number or an armband, supplied by the organiser. The 

back-number shall under no circumstances be applied with a safety pin.” 

Chinyakov reported that the Russian Federation proposed adding to art. 14 of the Rules the fact that all 

material not forming part of fishing tackle (augers, rods, fishes, ground baits, baits, etc.) must be 

positioned next to one of the two holes in which the angler is fishing (marked by his flag) at a 

maximum distance of 1 metre from the centre of the occupied hole. 

The Steering Committee decided to modify the Rules as follows: 

“Competitors are not allowed to leave their fishing tackle (augers, rods, fishes, ground baits, baits, etc.) 

near the free holes, except for their augers and rod covers; all other equipment shall be placed next to 

one of the two holes where the angler is fishing (marked by his flag) at a maximum distance of 1 

meter from the centre of the occupied hole. Anglers shall not cover (hide) any free holes with their 

rod covers or augers. Any angler doing so shall receive a yellow card.” 

Finally, it was decided to add to these Rules too a smoking ban at the competition venue: 

“Smoking is forbidden during competitions at the official venue, including in the corridor.” 

Feeder Fishing World Championships 

The Chairman went on to examine proposals from the Hungarian Federation, which believes that the 

current World Champion Club should get the chance to defend its title (just as national teams have the 

chance to stay together with the same anglers in Nations World Championships). It would mean one 

team more per event, and does not cause any major organisational issues. Therefore, the winning club 

of a certain year could qualify directly, and one more team from that country would be allowed to 

enter. Their suggestion is to give the rights of the Top 10 Feeder Nations on “FIPS-ed last 5 years 

ranking” and delegate two teams from each nation. Since the beginning the only Club Feeder event 

with 20+ teams was the very first in Spain, when you wisely decided to let 2 teams from each country 

get there. Maybe it could be two teams for all again or at least the top 10 nations. 

The other proposal is to allow water spraying for wetting the groundbait during preparation time. 

Anglers would be able to use it after the start beep, but not before. Then in the middle of the day, often 

in hot weather, using this moisturiser spray does not affect the amount of groundbait at all, but gives 

the chance for proper initial prefeeding. Since we are not allowed to moisturise our groundbait (only 

live bait, as already mentioned), some anglers always add extra “wet caster” and “wet hemp” or wash 

hands after every ball, etc. It would be fairer and nicer to use moisturiser. 

After a lengthy discussion, the Steering Committee decided to amend article 3 as follows: 

“For the World championships for Clubs, up to 2 Clubs per Nation are allowed. 

As specified in these Rules, the Club World Champion of the previous year will qualify 

automatically. 

A 2nd Club per Nation will be allowed to participate depending on the number of available places 

at the venue.  

If the venue is not big enough for 2 Clubs per Nation, second Clubs may be admitted depending 

on the number of available places at the venue. 

Example: if a venue has 34 available places and 25 Nations are registered, only 9 extra places are 

available, and will be allocated as follows: 

- 1 place for the World Champion Club of the previous year + 1 place for the second Club of 

the organising Nation + 7 places for the Nations (Clubs) ranked from 2nd to 8th at the World 

Championship for Clubs of the previous year; 

- if among the 9 teams 1 or more Nations are not interested in entering a 2nd Club, the teams 

ranked 9, 10, etc. at the World Championship for Clubs of the previous year will be 

admitted depending on available places.” 



With regard to the request for the use of sprayers and additives, the Steering Committee decided to 

amend art. 12 as follows: 

“From the start of the checks on baits and ground baits (3rd signal) until the end of the competition 

(7th signal) the use of sprayers is allowed only to re-moisturise ground baits and earths as well as 

to stick and preserve the baits. 

After the checks and until the end of the competition, up to 100ml of additives, powder or liquid, 

may be added.” 

The Steering Committee decided that the above change had to be included in all Rules regarding coarse 

fishing. 

Further to requests received, the Steering Committee decided to make the following Rule changes: 

Art. 11a “Each competitor shall have 120 minutes to get ready.” 

 Art. 17 “In the event of using a shock, it shall be a minimum of 7 metres in size.” And 

“Groundbaits are only allowed inside the feeder cage.” 

These rules also have the smoking ban at the competition venue added to them, as well as the oral 

warning when leaving one’s fishing tackle inside the corridor used by officials. 

The programmes sent to the various Federations should also specify the amount of allowed groundbait: 

this may not exceed 15l under any circumstances. 

 

World Championships for Nations (Nations, Clubs, Ladies, Youth, Masters and Veterans) and 

Disabled World Championship 

In these Rules too the rules common to all the above-mentioned disciplines have been modified and 

added to, such as the smoking ban at the competition venue, the oral warning to those leaving fishing 

tackle in the corridor used by officials and the use of sprayer and additives. 

With regard to the Coarse Fishing World Championship for Clubs, it was decided that the Club holding 

the world title is entitled to defend its title, therefore the following phrase is added to the rules: 

“Starting from 2020, the World Champion Club of the previous year will be invited to the World 

Championship for Clubs in order to defend its title. The Nation it belongs to will then have the 

chance to enter a 2nd Club.” 

Finally, it was decided to raise the contribution made by FIPSed each year to national Federations 

participating with one or more teams in the 3 categories of the Youth World Championships. 

Carnivorous Artificial Bait Boat Angling World Championship 

Since the number of competition days has been increased from 2 to 3, further to the proposal of the 

Polish Federation, it was decided to raise by €100 the entry fee, which has thus risen to €1,350, and to 

rewrite the part regarding the competition programme and topics dealt with in the various captains’ 

meetings (art. 7), and the part on training (art. 44). 

Art. 7 

“2nd meeting - On Wednesday afternoon or on the eve of the second training day 

- Drawing of lots to match the boats made available by the organisers with the 

“pairs” of the various Nations. Lots shall be drawn so that the two “pairs” making 

up a national team are distributed in each group (A or B). 

- Information regarding the progress of the championship. 

3rd meeting - On Thursday afternoon or on the eve of the first competition day 

- Drawing of lots to match the boats made available by the organisers with the 

“pairs” of the various Nations. Lots shall be drawn so that the two “pairs” making 

up a national team are distributed in each group (A or B). 

- Draw for the start order of the boats for the first two legs (e.g.: 1st leg: group B, then 

group A. For the 2nd leg, the group that started first in the 1st leg shall start second). The 



departure criteria for the boats belonging to each group will be established during 

each championship, according to the specific characteristics of the competition 

venue so as to ensure the best safety conditions for all competitors. This decision 

will be taken, in agreement with the organisers, by the F.I.P.S.e.d. President and/or 

members of its Steering Committee present at the venue. 

- Information regarding championship progress. 

4th meeting - On Friday afternoon or on the eve of the second competition day 

- Notification of the results to participating Nations. 

- Drawing of lots to match the boats made available by the organisers with the 

“pairs” of the various Nations. Lots shall be drawn so that the two “pairs” making 

up a national team are distributed in each group (A or B). 

- Information regarding championship progress. 

5th meeting - On Saturday afternoon or on the eve of the third competition day 

- Notification of the results to participating Nations. 

- Drawing of lots to match the boats made available by the organisers with the 

“pairs” of the various Nations. Lots shall be drawn so that the two “pairs” making 

up a national team are distributed in each group (A or B). 

- Drawing of lots to allocate the order of departure of boats for the third leg. Lot 

drawing will be carried out without considering the group of belonging, so drawing 

by lots of a random boat for each participating Nation to create the group that will 

depart first. The remaining boats (one for each participating Nation) will make up 

the group that departs second. 

- Information regarding championship progress.” 

Art. 44 

2) Two days of official training (Tuesday and Wednesday or Wednesday and Thursday). 

3) Three days of competition (Thursday, Friday and Saturday or Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday). 

A point is added regarding the fact that once the pair/group has been appointed, it cannot be changed 

during the course of the entire event. 

“Once the captain has appointed the group of belonging for each “pair” of his team, he will not 

be allowed to make any more changes to the group. Group changes will no longer be allowed 

during competition and, if one or both members of a “pair” are changed with one or two reserves 

to form the “pair”, these reserve anglers shall become members of the same group (A or B) of the 

“pair” for which changes have been made.” 

To avoid problems that have occurred in some recent championships, it was decided to ensure that the 

size and length of the anchor and cord are suitable for the size of the boat. It was also decided that as 

from 2021 it will be compulsory for boats supplied by the organisers to be equipped with adequate 

echo sounders for screens of an adequate size. 

“The organising Nation shall only be responsible for insurance, boat equipment and anchor for the 

boats made available by the organisers. The anchor must have an adequate size for the boat it will 

be used on; the anchor must be supplied with a cord of at least 25 metres.” 

“Starting from 2021, boats made available by the organisers shall be equipped with an echo 

sounder able to scan horizontally (side) and vertically (bottom) supplied with a screen of at least 

7 inches (18 cm). In the event of echo sound malfunctions, the boat shall be considered as 

damaged, and must be substituted.” 

It was also decided to standardise the time (one hour) available to competitors to prepare the boats and 

to make it mandatory that the place chosen to keep the boats has adequate lighting. 

“Between one leg and the other, the boats shall be kept in a confined area under the organisers’ 

responsibility for the entire championship duration. Every day teams shall have, before and after each 



leg, one hour to prepare their boats. These operations shall be carried out in sunlight or in a place 

having adequate lighting.” 

Deputy Chairman Chinyakov asked that competitors in possession of all necessary documents should 

have the right to pilot the boat made available by the organisers. After a lengthy discussion the Steering 

Committee agreed, but put back implementation to 2021 in order to check that this rule is accepted by 

organisers and boat owners. 

“Starting from 2021, a competitor that holds a boat driving licence and all necessary documents 

will have the right to pilot the boat made available by the organisers. The boat owner will in any 

case continue to act as steward.” 

To attempt to solve one of the problems that occurs in every championship, namely checks on the 

distance between boats (50m), it was decided that competitors had to have optical rangefinders, to be 

handed to the acting steward to be used for this check. This resulted in changes to articles 8 and 15 of 

the Rules, with the addition of the following: 

- verify, using rangefinders made available by the “pair” he/she is acting as steward 

for, the correct distance between the boat he/she is boarded on and nearby boats; 

Each national team must possess at least 3 optical rangefinders, one of which shall be handed by 

each “pair” to the relevant steward during each leg so as to let him/her check the correct distance 

between the boat he/she is boarded on and other boats. 

A paragraph is added specifying the minimum size of the landing net and materials to be used for the 

mesh (art. 16). 

Round landing nets shall have a minimum diameter of 50 cm, while the triangular ones shall 

have an entry (base) of at least 50 cm. In any case, landing nets shall be at least 50 cm deep, and 

their meshes shall have a minimum size of 15 x 15 cm. Landing nets may be composed of the 

following materials: silicon, rubberised net or fishing line. 

Additions have been made to art. 20, with rules governing a boat’s passage in situations in which 

minimum allowed distances between boats (50 m) cannot be observed. The same article describes 

which of the two boats arriving almost at the same time at the same spot takes precedence, and how this 

can be determined. 

When the passage is less than 50m, the “pair” angling in that particular spot will be forced to let 

another boat pass if the latter has the possibility to fish at a spot located at a distance at least 50m 

from them. In this case, the “pair” angling shall indicate on which side the “pair” in transit can 

pass through. The passage of the “pair” in transit on a specific side must be done with electric 

engine. If the pair’s boat in transit does not have an electric engine, the passage can be done with 

the principal engine (internal combustion engine) at a very low speed. 

A boat is considered stationary at a fishing spot when the principal engine (internal combustion 

engine) is off and the electric engine is lowered or the anchor is thrown into the water. The boat 

that stops first at a fishing spot takes precedence. When the electric engine is lowered into the 

water, movements over a short distance can be made with the internal combustion engine, 

however fishing is not allowed at the same time. 

Finally, art. 27 relates to actions that the organisers must perform to ascertain the identity and 

nationality of competitors on board a specific boat. 

The organisers shall ensure that each crew is equipped with a system that allows jury members 

and the organisers to ascertain, at any time and unequivocally, the nationality of the “pair” 

present on a specific boat. In this regard, the organisers shall prepare and deliver to all crews 

stickers displaying their national flags or, alternatively, small national textile or plastic flags to 

be displayed on the boat used during each competition day. 

Before each leg, F.I.P.S.e.d. will deliver to all participants a list containing the boat number that 

matches the nationality and the group (A or B) of the crew present on that boat. 



Deputy Chairman Chinyakov asked for the programmes prepared by the organisers to include the 

obligation to provide competitors asking for it (both in training and in competition) with a lunch box on 

each day. 

Black Bass World Championship 

Many of the new rules added to these Rules are those already adopted in the Carnivorous Artificial Bait 

Boat Angling World Championship Rules. 

Art. 7 reiterates the prohibition of modifying pairs’ group of belonging once it has been decided by the 

captain. 

Art. 8 establishes that the anchor must be of a size in keeping with the size of the boat and endowed 

with a cord of at least 25 metres, and that as from 2021 the boats supplied by the organisers must be 

equipped with an echo sounder and a screen of at least 7 inches. Also in art. 8 the time made available 

to competitors to prepare boats has been set to one hour for all competitions, and the place chosen to 

keep the boats must have adequate lighting. 

Added to art. 9 is the rule allowing competitors in possession of all necessary documents to pilot the 

boat made available by the organisers, providing the boat owner is in agreement. 

Articles 9 and 16 establish that competitors must have optical rangefinders to hand over to the relevant 

steward to be used to check the distance between boats (50m). 

Finally, Art. 23 governs those cases in which during a boat’s passage it is not possible to observe the 

minimum distance of 50m. The same article governs the right of precedence between two boats 

arriving at the same spot at almost the same time. 

In this case too programmes prepared by the organisers should offer the possibility of providing 

competitors with a lunch box. 

 

Trout with Natural Bait World Championship 

It was decided that as from 2020 this championship would be held for Nations and for Clubs. All 

relative articles have thus been amended, with necessary changes made. 

In the same way as for the Carnivorous Artificial Bait Shore Angling World Championship rules, the 

following changes have been approved: 

Art. 6  

Each sector shall be duly demarcated and marked by start and end signs. No natural or artificial 

interruptions (big trees, big rocks, bridges, etc.) exceeding a length of 30 metres are allowed in a 

sector. 

This official corridor shall under no circumstances be occupied by fishing tackle. 1st breach = 1 oral 

warning, 2nd breach = yellow card. 

Team captains (2 per Nation or per Club) the reserve competitor and the delegate may enter the 

sectors; team captains shall wear green back-numbers or armbands marked with a C, clearly 

indicating their status. Only one team captain shall be authorised inside a sector. Reserve competitors 

and delegates shall wear a red back-number or an armband marked with the letter R for reserve 

competitors and with letter D for delegates. The back-number shall under no circumstances be 

applied with safety pins. 

Art. 11 

Smoking in sectors is forbidden during competitions. 

Art. 17  

Only the 5 team members (4 members plus 1 reserve) are allowed to fish at the competition venue 

during training. 



Art. 23 

In this case too pauses between fishing periods have been lengthened by 5 minutes. 

 

Carp Fishing 

As to the modifications of the Carp Fishing Rules, which only concern the new Ladies World 

Championships, a survey among the National Federations will be done for assessing the real interest in 

attending with one or two teams per Nation and whether they would teams to be composed of two or 

three “pairs”.  

 

The Steering Committee went on to examine proposals put forward by the Chairman of the Athletes’ 

Commission: 

• the first concerns the use of sprayers as already discussed and reported herein, and already 

accepted, with changes to the rules; 

• the second relates to the World Clubs competition and the fact that if anyone represents a club for 

a country he is not from, he compete fish for his nation at the World or European Championships. 

The Steering Committee pointed out that what Brown says is not true, since an athlete taking part 

in a championship for a Club that is not in his own Nation, in the same year, and in subsequent 

years, may also take part in World or European championships in the national team of his own 

country. The opposite however is not possible if in the two years prior to a world championship 

for clubs the athlete has participated with his own national team in a World or European 

championship of any discipline. 

• the third proposal relates to the fact that those appointed to act as Stewards in competitions are 

often unaware of the rules they are called upon to enforce, thus they need to be better informed. 

A discussion ensued, at the end of which the Steering Committee, while agreeing with what 

Brown had stated, did not believe that the problem could be solved at this point in time, since the 

international rules have always been published on the website and sent to all Federations well in 

advance. Championship organisers would therefore have all the time needed to instruct the 

Stewards they choose for this demanding task; 

• the fourth and final proposal related to the smoking ban at the venue during competitions. 

The Steering Committee accepted this proposal, to be included in all championship rules, except 

of course those deploying boats and the carpfishing championship, for which athletes must stay 

for 72 hours in the box allocated to them. 

The Steering Committee examined the proposal from Mr Downes to increase the size of youngsters’ 

fishing rods. After a lengthy discussion it was decided not to makes changes to existing rules. 

Downes then raised the question of transgender athletes, since there have been a growing number of 

cases in which a decision has to be taken about whether or not they should be allowed to take part in a 

competition.  

The Steering Committee noted that in the vast majority of competitions organised by FIPSed no gender 

distinctions are made, with participation open to both men and women, thus the transgender issue is not 

a problem. Within FIPSed only two championships are currently reserved for women: the Coarse 

Angling World Championship for Ladies and Carp Fishing World Championship for Ladies. In these 

championships the presence of a transgender transitioning from male to female might not be ethically 

correct, and thus be an issue, since the strength of a man, even one who has become a woman, is not 

comparable with that of a woman. 

It was decided at the end of the discussion that in the event of doubt, the gender given on the athlete’s 

identity document would be taken as proof of gender, and also that the FIPSed Secretariat would 

consult the IOC to see if there are guidelines on this matter. 



 

 

12. Miscellaneous 

The Chairman informed members he had received news from an athlete that a company had used the 

FIPSed logo on bait product packaging, along with the words “FEEDER BAIT POLSKA”. 

The Steering Committee asked the General Secretary to send a letter to the Polish Federation and the 

bait manufacturer that FIPSed has never given any authorisation for commercial use (or any other use) 

of its logo to any company in general, and in particular FIPSed had not granted permission to 

“FEEDER BAIT POLSKA”. It therefore asked the company to remove the logo from its product labels, 

otherwise FIPSed would be obliged to act legally. 

The Chairman informed members that the Ukraine Federation wanted to know whether an athlete that 

had so far participated in some World Championships under the Ukraine flag, and had been obliged to 

take Russian citizenship, can now represent Russia in future World Championships. 

Bearing in mind the current political situation in Russia and Ukraine, the Steering Committee agreed on 

an exception being granted to Ukraine athletes who, even though they have taken part in world 

championships in Ukraine teams, have been obliged to take Russian citizenship for political reasons. 

There being no more Agenda points to discuss, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 13:00. 

 

 The F.I.P.S.e.d Chairman The Secretary General 

 Ugo Claudio MATTEOLI Barbara DURANTE 

 


